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MEMORAND UM
SUBJACT: Comment on USIA Study, "Estimate of Free World kea tior

Country by Ceuatry, to Throe Pesnible Courses of Agl

by the US in Guemoy-Matsu, " of § September 1558

1. Cemmenting upon the findings of this study 1s & considerable

chalienge because of the detail and precision or its COUBLYy-by -coik:ry
judgraents aand the rather broad terms used in defiaing the study's p-obls 1 .
Wa {eel that Free World reacticas to the three given courses i action
would depend to a considerable exteat pon a aumber of comtingentiis wiic:
are not identified in the statement o: the probleni. Thess wonld inc ade
the context, timing, weapens amd targets, amd the totai meds or rztisaa
©f US intervention or non-interveatioa. Furthermare, the repctions woiil
vary i{ on the vae hamdi the US intervention were for the purpose ot
breaking Chiaese Comnmunist harassment of offshars island resappl;
operations, or. oa ths other, it were for the purpose of 2ssisting in the
defense of the oifshore islands sgaiast a Chinese Commaunist afisort ¢

-
seixe them by assaalt,

* SNIE 150-12-58: “Probsble Developments in the Taiwan Strait Cr:sis
(28 Octeder 1958); NIL 100-4.55: "Communist Capabilities and In-
tentions with Respect to the Offshore Islands and Taiwan throwgh 1985,
and Communist and Nea-Commuaist Reactions with Respect to the J-ians-
of Taiwan.™ (16 March 1985),
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2. Our primeipal differences with the hroad conclasions st tac
on page 1 of the study are that:

2. We would anticipste less governmental apptoval
(especially in Zurope) than the study indicates, is the =veal of
US intervention with conveational weapons to end Chiaese ( ama: -
unist harassmaent of Userney-Matsu resupply sperations.

b. We would expect A somswhat greater sense oi agg.12-
honsion among Asian govermments concerning futare Chinese
Communist and US iateations, ia the event that the U3 had —eciz-«
aot to iatervene militarily in Guernoy-Matss resupply opet:tion: .
If the US did not intervene in the event of an attsapted Chixese
Cemsmunist invamion of the oifshore islands, this appreheasion

would be increased considarably.
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d. Ix the event oi a Chiness Corsmunist attack ca tir
olfshores and a2 US decision not to intervene militarily. los-
of US prestige would be markedly greater than it would be { . th
case of US noa-interveantiona in the face of Chinsss Commun st

harassment of Quernoy-ddatsu resupply.

3. Aside from the comments shove, we do not take s jor
sxception to the summary of reactions in the ¥ar Last (page iZ}. he
summaries of reactions in Europe (page 2) ami in the Nesr Hast, Smtt

Asia and Africa {page 6) do aot differ greatly with the views i thas

oifice. We nots an inconsistency with respect] |

and 6}). The present Lebanon goveramenat would probably cordamsn
intarvention with auclear weapons rather thaa take a neutrslist sta:: ¢

as indicated on page six.

Approved For Release 2003/07/29 : CIA-RDP80B01676R001000200012-8

25X




% ;'!i;

Approved For Release 2003/07/29 CIA- RDPSOBO1676R001000200012 8

k)

) Deeényber 1958

+ S

E
Mr. Abbott Washbura
Deputy Director
United States Information Ageacy
Washington, D. C.

Dear My, Washbueurn:

Fellowing upon my telephene call to you ut 2
week or se ago, 1 forward herewith rmay staff's views au
your papsr on free world reactions to possible IS coursas
of action in the o -shore islands situation. You may wish
to transrmit them to &4 |ior filing with the
parent document.

Plsase allow m=s to apologise again for the
oversight which has resulted in so leag 2 delay. I hope
that if the nsed ioxr our assistance should arise again

we can de a prompter job.

Sincerely yours,

Sherrmas Kent
Assistant Director

attachment

EERUTIE Betisipy PR LA AT
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